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EXCELLENT FIRST HALF  
CHALLENGING SECOND HALF AHEAD  

By Dr. Donald J. Wills, Superintendent 
The first half of the 2010-2011 school year has passed and we continue to move toward the spring and the 

anticipated PSSA testing for students in grades 3-8 and 11.  The district takes very seriously the results for the results are 
used to make programmatic decisions and individual student results are use to always encourage student learning.   

The second half of the year signals the beginning of another budgetary year and preparation of the 2011-2012 
fiscal year budget.  With the change in administration in Harrisburg and the financial uncertainty the district is faced with 
another challenging year.  I liken the situation to our own personal budgets for we are all facing challenging and uncertain 
times.  

That creates a challenge for the Board, administration and staff of the district.  I can assure everyone that we take 
very seriously our job as stewards of taxpayer dollars.  We are working everyday to maximize the resources we have to 
improve learning for every student.  We will certainly have to do so with this year’s budget. We work every day to look for 
ways to reduce expenditures, or shift resources to where there is a greater need to impact learning. 

The board and I will continue to communicate as we work through the process in preparation for the 2011-2012 
budget which will face preliminary approval in May and final approval in June.  Updates will be given monthly at the 
Superintendent’s district advisory which meets the third Thursday of each month at 7:00 P.M. in the district board room.  
If you would be interested in attending, please call Dr. Wills at 717-359-4146. 

We have seen very good academic progress across the district the first half of the year, an undefeated football team 
during the regular season, a band that attained its highest score ever in a band competition and students and staff working 
very hard.  The hard work must continue for the rigor of student expectation gets no less, and the need to efficiently and 
effectively use our limited resources strategically continues to provide an even more rigorous challenge. 

Please stay tuned and as always I stand ready to listen to suggestions and address concerns. 
 

�

KEYSTONE EXAMS PROGRAM OVERVIEW  
 

The Keystone Exams are end-of-course assessments designed to assess proficiency in the subject areas of Algebra 
I, Algebra II, Geometry, Literature, English Composition, Biology, Chemistry, U.S. History, World History, and Civics 
and Government. The Keystone Exams are one component of Pennsylvania’s new system of high school graduation 
requirements.  

Keystone Exams will help school districts guide students toward meeting state standards—standards aligned with 
expectations for success in college and the workplace. In order to receive a diploma, students must also meet local district 
credit and attendance requirements and complete a culminating project, along with any additional district requirements. 

For the graduating classes of 2015 and 2016, students must demonstrate successful completion of secondary-level 
course work in Algebra I, Biology, Literature, and English Composition, in which the Keystone Exam serves as the final 
course exam.  
For the classes of 2017 and beyond, requirements under this option will be expanded to include the following: 
• Passing 2 English courses (Composition and Literature)*; 
• Passing 2 Mathematics courses (Algebra I and Geometry); 
• Passing 1 Science course (Biology) 
• Passing 1 Social Studies course (U.S. History). 

In May, all students who are enrolled in Algebra and are part of the graduation classes of 2015 and 2016 will be 
taking the Algebra Keystone Assessment.  At this time, the State will not be counting scores towards graduation rate or for 
Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP). Scores will only be used for determining cut-off scores for future Algebra Keystone 
Assessments. 

Littlestown Area School District, along with all districts across the state, are in the process of deciding how to 
meet the new requirements and doing what is best for students.   
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SAY THANKS TO OUR SCHOOL BOARD MEMBERS  
 

Being an effective school board member is no easy task, particularly in today’s climate of change and challenge.  
School board members need to be knowledgeable about complex educational and social issues and carry out initiatives 
and directives from both federal and state governments.  To face the demands of governing our public schools, they 
willingly give countless hours of personal time. 

These are men and women elected to establish the policies that provide the framework for our public schools.  
They represent you, and they take this responsibility seriously by attending lengthy meetings, broadening their 
knowledge at conferences and seminars and talking about the schools with business leaders, parents and neighbors. 

Our school board is one of 500 such boards across Pennsylvania.  These boards enable us to have local control of 
the public schools, meaning that decisions on school programs are made by local, elected representatives who understand 
the community’s unique problems, values, culture and circumstances.  With the advice and counsel of the educational 
professionals they hire, our school board has a bearing on virtually every aspect of our schools.  It’s a huge responsibility 
and one that should not be taken lightly.  Their actions directly affect our children – what they learn, who will teach them 
and what kinds of facilities house their classrooms. 

This January, Littlestown Area School District honored the contributions of our school board members.  Too 
often we neglect to recognize the commitment and hard work of these men and women who serve as advocates for our 
schools.  The staff and students of our district are asking all members of the community to take a moment and tell a 
school board member:  “Thanks for caring about our children.” 

So let’s all salute the dedicated men and women who make it possible for local citizens to have a say about 
education in our community.  We applaud our board members for their vision and voice to help shape a better tomorrow. 
 

LITTLESTOWN ARE SCHOOL DISTRICT BOARD OF EDUCATION 
 

  John Warehime Jr., President  Tony Conover 
  David Deaner, Vice President  Diane Kagarise 
  Thomas Paholsky, Treasurer  Randy Mosebrook  Contact: 
       Lorena Mummert  lasdboard@lasd.k12.pa.us 
       Lauren Nace 
       Tammy Witkowski 
 

�
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NEWS FROM THE FOOD SERVICE DEPARTMENT  
 
National School Lunch Program:  In December 2010, Congress passed and President Obama signed the “Healthy and 
Hunger-Free Kids Act of 2010” into law.  We are now in the implementation phase for this new act. Much of the 
legislation is administrative and behind the scenes paperwork that rarely is in the public view.  One item that will affect 
Littlestown and all other school districts in our area is “Section 205-equity in school lunch pricing”.  This section states 
that schools are required to charge students for paid meals at a price that is on average equal to the difference between the 
free meal reimbursement and the paid meal reimbursement.  For the 2010-2011 school year that difference is $2.46, so 
Littlestown will be seeing an increase of at least $.10 for a paid meal in the 2011-2012 school year.   
 
Another item that will affect school meals is the establishment of new meal patterns based on recommendation from the 
National Academies’ Institute of Medicine (IOM).  It is expected that these guidelines will include increased portions of 
fruits, vegetables and whole grains, while limiting sodium and calories in the meals.  Implementation will take place over 
the next couple of years as the USDA needs to establish the new regulations and issue guidance. 
 
After reading this, the thought that may stick in your mind is that school meals are going to cost more.  This is true, but it 
is hoped that the quality and quantity of foods offered in school meals will improve leading to the improved health of our 
students.  
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2011 DECA AWARDS 
 
Twenty-eight marketing students competed in the DECA District 
VI Career Development Conference in Harrisburg recently .  
Twenty of these students received awards and have qualified to 
attend the Pennsylvania DECA Conference on February 23 – 25 
in Hershey. 
They competed against other marketing students in our district.  
The competition consisted of a written exam about competencies 
they learned in their marketing class and a role-play about 
certain types of marketing careers.  The winners are:  Courtney 
Mills, first place in accounting applications; Brandon Duelley, 
first place and Karem Bentajar, fourth place in sports and 
entertainment marketing;  Sierra Wren and Caitlin Danner, first 
place in financial analysis team series; Thomas Kuhns, second 
place in business services marketing; Dominic Lackes, third 
place in marketing management; Samantha Davis, third place in 
restaurant and food services management; Lizzie Crowl, third 
place and Angela Morrison, fourth place in quick service 
restaurant management; Ashley Hafer and Ryan Zittle, third 
place in business law and ethics team event; Kylie Midkiff and 
Alyssa Reichart, third place in buying and merchandising team, 
Tyler Trone and Austin Reynolds, third place in the travel and 
tourism team event; Megan Rickell, fourth place in apparel and 
accessories marketing series; Carly Dutterer, third place and 
Taylor Sipes, fourth place in the food marketing event; Caitlin 
Hull, fourth place in retail merchandising series 
 

 

WEATHER CLOSINGS   
 
In the event of inclement weather which forces school 
delays or closings, announcements can be found on the 
following medial outlets. 
 
TELEVISION 
WGAL-NBS 8 
WHP-CBS 21 
WHTM-ABC 27 
WPMT-FOX 43 
 
RADIO 
WYCR 98.5 FM  WHP 580 AM 
WPOC 93.1 FM  WGET 1320 AM 
BOB 94.9 FM  WHVR 1280 AM 
WGTY 107.7 FM WARM 103 AM 
WITF 93.3 FM  WSBA 910 AM 
99.3 KISS FM  WBAL 1090 AM 
 
INTERNET  
www.lasd.k12.pa.us 
www.wgal.com/closings 
�

�
GETTYSBURG COLLEGE ANNUAL 

CAREER FAIR  
 
All Sophomores will be transported to Gettysburg College on 
March 16th for the annual Career Fair. Each student will meet 
exclusively with three different adults in an occupation that 
the student has chosen prior to attending. Consequently, the 
students receive exposure to real life careers. Approximately, 
seventy fields of interest are represented by local constituents.  
 
Parents and students are strongly encouraged to visit the 
school website at www.lasd.k12.pa.us to discover important 
information concerning post secondary options. Upon 
accessing the site - click on High School, Academics then 
Guidance. The subtitle of Financial Aid may be of importance 
to upperclassmen at this point. The Scholarship link is also 
being updated and expanded as the year goes on. 
 
State issued booklets pertaining to financial aid, grants, 
scholarships and loans are now available in the Guidance 
Office.  
 
Seniors attending college next year: FAFSA (Free 
Application for Federal Student Aid) forms may be filed 
starting January 1, 2011 at www.fafsa.ed.gov 
 
SAT Testing Dates: March 12, May 7 and June 4. Juniors 
who intend on going to a four year college are strongly 
advised to take this test. Information and registration at 
www.collegeboard.com 
�

 
JANUARY NEWS AT ROLLING ACRES  

�
We at Rolling Acres are continuing to bridge the gap 
between home and school.  We currently have over a 
hundred volunteers that come in on different days to help 
with such activities from Kid Writing to special events.  In 
the month of October we celebrated our Grandparents’ Day 
by welcoming over 200 grandparents through our doors.  In 
November we started a new incentive where parents could 
sign up for a lunch date on the first and second Tuesday of 
the month.  This new incentive helps parents to spend some 
quality time with their child within the framework of the 
school day.  In December parents walked through our doors 
quite a bit with our Title One Night, The PTO sponsored 
Bingo Nights, Winter Concert, and Tuesday Lunch Dates.  
As we continue throughout this school year we hope to be 
providing our parents with even more opportunities to 
strengthen our partnerships.  We are currently planning a 
parent book club that focuses in on reading comprehension 
for the spring.  If you have an idea to help bridge this gap, 
please do not hesitate to tell us.  We are always looking for 
new ideas.   
�
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FUTURE BUSINESS LEADERS QUALIFY FOR NATIONALS  
FBLA Success at Regionals 

BY TYLER WILSON, FBLA REPORTER 
 
 On December 20, 2010, thirty-four members of the Future Business Leaders of America chapter competed in the 
Regional Leadership Conference for the chance to move onto states.  Our chapter qualified eighteen members to represent 
Littlestown at the State Leadership Conference in Hershey this April.  Third place qualifiers include: Joel Collier in Business 
Calculations, Pat Sornviset in Technology Concepts, Alix Himmelreich in Business Procedures, Matthew Lookingbill in 
Introduction to Business, and Thomas Kuhns in Personal Finance.  Second place qualifiers include: Alicia Mosebrook in 
Business Math, Chris Wetherson in Cyber Security, Matthew Plitt and Richard Roberts in Desktop Publishing, Amber 
Tavenner in FBLA Principals and Procedures, Raymond Arriazola in Hospitality Management, Dalton Bowlin in 
Introduction to Technology Concepts, and Tyler Trone in Technology Concepts.  The first place qualifiers include: Allison 
Dooley in FBLA Principals and Procedures, Avery Smith in Hospitality Management, Robbie Lowman in Technology 
Concepts, Sebastian Sapp in Word Processing II, and Zachary Dom in Public Speaking.  It was a challenging competition this 
year as close to 300 members competed from area schools. Congratulations to all who competed in regionals. 
� The annual FBLA Christmas Basket Auction was another success as our chapter raised $831 for our state project:  
Teen Challenge.  Thanks to the organizations, individuals and businesses that donated baskets for our auction.  Thanks to all 
those who bought tickets and congratulations to the winners! 
�

��
COMPUTER TECHNOLOGY NEWS  

 
OLA! – and before you ask, it is not misspelled Spanish for hello!  OLA is the newest assessment initiative available here at 
Littlestown Area School District.  OLA stands for On-Line Assessment and allows teachers to both design their assessments 
and give them to students via computers.  As members of the digital generation, students are more engaged and focused as 
they use computers in a testing situation.  OLA allows Littlestown students to have rapid feedback concerning their 
performance on a particular test and thus indicates to them the areas where they need to improve.  It also gives teachers 
access to individual student performance data as well as class performance data. OLA is utilized in combination with the 
4Sight Tests given in the district, enabling teachers to better gauge their students’ understanding of various subjects through 
the analysis of performance data generated by these assessments. As data-driven analysis becomes more and more important 
in the field of education, OLA gives LASD more ways to compare and contrast performance and mastery of subject content.   
�

STANDARDS ALIGNMENT SYSTEMS  (SAS) 
 
The Pennsylvania Standards Aligned System (SAS) is a product of research that identifies six elements for continuous 
school and district enhancement and improvement. Research supports the notion that great schools and school systems 
tend to have these six common elements that ensure Student Achievement: Clear Standards, Fair Assessments, Curriculum 
Framework, Instruction, Materials & Resources, and Interventions. It is within this framework that Littlestown Area 
School District is working to making changes to the curriculum and instructional strategies for increased school 
improvement.  You can visit www.pdesas.org  to navigate through the Standards Alignment System and view the state’s 
voluntary curriculum and instructional strategies.   
 

PENNSYLVANIA’S  VALUE-ADDED ASSESSMENT SYSTEM (PVAA S) REPORTS 
Littlestown Area School District has been utilizing data from Pennsylvania’s Value-Added Assessment System (PVAAS) 
for several years.  While the PSSA, our state assessment, tells us where student learning is on a specific day, PVAAS tells 
us: Are we headed in the right direction with student learning with all groups of students, both proficient and non-
proficient?  Using the data available through PVAAS, we have a great opportunity to use both achievement and growth 
data to determine the needs of our students.   This valuable information will enable us to expand upon decision-making 
about programs and services for all students in our district – high achieving students, as well as students who are not 
proficient 
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ATTENTION PARENTS OF UPCOMING  
KINDERGARTEN STUDENTS!  

 
 
 
 
 
We now have enrollment packets available in the office 
for new, incoming Kindergarten students (for the 2011-
2012 school year). 
 
Please stop by the office for a packet and more 
information. Registration dates will be coming soon—
but you can get your packet filled out and ready to go! 

�

 
REMINDER FROM THE NURSES:  

 

New Immunization Law…   
 
Effective 2011-2012 School Year, new PA law requires 
all students to have 2 doses of varicella (chickenpox) 
vaccine or history of disease. These immunizations are 
required as a condition of attendance. Students who 
have not provided this information to the school will 
become provisional at the start of the 2011-2012 school 
year. If the requirements are not met, the school 
administrator may exclude the student from school 
attendance. If your child needs the required 
immunizations, please contact your health provider or 
the State Health Department.  This information is also 
available on the Littlestown Area School District 
website 

MAPLE AVENUE STUDENTS CARE  
 
For the last 6 years, the Adams Rescue Mission holds 
annual food drive with schools in our local community.  
Maple Avenue’s student council has conducted a food 
drive to support the mission that last 3 years.  .  The 
annual food drive brings in approximately 85% of the 
canned/nonperishable foods we use at the Mission each 
year.  We also share this food with countless other food 
pantries and programs (including: Survivors, SCCAP, 
Red Cross, New Oxford Community Food Pantry, 
Memorial Baptist Food Pantry, Harvest Ministries (New 
Oxford), Operation Community Care (Littlestown).   
The Maple Avenue Student Council also supports the 
food drive by volunteering at the Mission for one day.  
On December 23rd, 37 students visited the Rescue 
Mission to learn about its operations and volunteer. 
�
�

UNITED WAY CAMPAIGN A SUCCESS  
�

The Littlestown Area School District employees took the 
challenge and opened their hearts in support of the 
United Way Campaign. Our campaign goal for United 
Way was $5000 and we exceeded our goal by 
contributing $6,574 with 131 contributors. This is the 
most participation and donation we've had in the past five 
years. Each building was in competition with each other 
for 100% participation, with Maple Avenue Middle 
School taking the prize. We recognize the important role 
we all play in helping the various agencies served by 
United Way who support our Littlestown Community. 
Thank you!  
�
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GIVING BACK TO THE COMMUNITY  
�

This year’s theme at Alloway Creek has been “Giving back to the Community.”  Throughout the year, the students 
participated in various activities that promoted the spirit of giving.  On Friday, January 14, 2011, Alloway Creek 
Intermediate School held its first “DANCE SOCIAL” for the student body.  The PTO and Student Council worked in 
partnership to prepare for the evening’s festivities.  The $5 admission went towards a donation to the Littlestown Library 
Fund and a snack of a slice of pizza and a drink.  DJ Fred, a district parent, provided the music free of charge to help 
support the cause.  The music kept the students, teacher and parent chaperones moving to the beat for the entire 2-hour 
event.   
 
The successful event raised $500 which will be donated to the Littlestown Library from the Alloway Creek PTO.  The PTO 
would like to thank the teachers, staff and students who helped support this project. With out their help and dedication we would not 
have been able to pull off such a successful event. Plans are already underway for future “Socials.”   

�
�

� �
�

NO FIXED HOUSING? 
�

If your family lives in any of the following situations: 
·  Doubled up with friends or relatives because you cannot find or afford housing due to economic hardship, or a 

similar reason 
·  In a shelter, motel, vehicle, or campground 
·  On the street 
·  In an abandoned building, trailer, or other inadequate accommodations 

 
then, your preschool-aged and school-aged children have certain rights or protections under the McKinney-Vento 
Homeless Education Assistance Act. 
 
Your children have the right to go to school, no matter where you live or how long you have lived there. They may 
continue in the school they attended before you became homeless if that is feasible, or they may attend the school in the 
district in which you are temporarily staying if that is your choice.  They have the right to receive transportation to the 
school they last attended in a neighboring district if you request such transportation.  Your children also have other rights 
that can be explained to you by contacting the Littlestown Area School District Homeless Liaison, Lawrence E. Ott. 
 
According to the National Center for Homeless Education (NSHE) over one million children and youth in the United 
States are likely to experience homelessness in a given year and extreme poverty, coupled with high mobility, places 
these children at great risk for educational challenges. 
 
If you find yourself in need of assistance, or have any questions, please contact Lawrence E. Ott, Coordinator of Pupil 
Services at (717) 359-4146 Ext. 1210.  
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Parent Pickup and Dropoff Locations— 

How safe is your driving?? 
�

Maple Ave Middle School 
 
Cars are continuing to stop or park at various places around the building.  The official designated area for pickup and dropoff 
is at the basketball court in the back of the building accessed by way of Playground Alley, and not on Myrtle St. or Maple 
Ave.  Please take the extra time for safety’s sake. 
 

�
�
�
�

Alloway Creek 
 
Dropoff and pickup are done only from the driveway accessed from Newark Street. 
Students are not to arrive or dismiss from the district administration parking lot, nor the     
bus loop in front of the school. 
           
 

Rolling Acres 
 
The designated parent morning dropoff location is in the school driveway accessed from 
Myrtle St (not from Park Ave by the cafeteria doors).  It has been reported that parents are cutting in line in front of the buses, 
having their children walk in-between the buses, or even letting them out right on the road.   
 
Parent pickup location along Park Avenue is shared with the buses.  Please do not 
walk in-between the buses if you are parked across the street from the dismissal line.�
�
�

Addition information  
 
Dropping off or picking up is not permitted from the bus lot at any time. 
 
We have encountered some very close calls between motorists, students, and buses. 
If you are in the Rolling Acres parent pickup line at the corner of Maple Avenue and Newark Street please leave room at 
that very corner so our buses can make the wide right turn onto Newark Street without incident. 
 
And most of these could be prevented if everyone adhered to using the correct area designated by each school. 
 
Thought might also be given to adjusting your time so it is less conflicting with the flow of buses and the normally heavy 
traffic in that area.   
 
You play a very important role in keeping students out of harm’s way. We understand that lines are long, but think about 
it….are you doing everything you can? 
�
�
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 ROLLING ACRES  
 

     
 

Nicole Hersh, a Kindergarten student at Rolling Acres Elementary School has been granted her wish by the “Make A 
Wish Foundation.” Nicole’s wish was to go to Disney World in Orlando, Florida. Now that her wish has been granted, 
Nicole and her family will be traveling to Disney World in April for a week. Mrs. Dye, Nicole’s teacher, knows that 
Nicole is very excited about her trip! When asked, Nicole told me one thing she most looked forward to was having a 
tea party with the princesses while in Disney World. Her favorite princess is Ariel. Nicole is also looking forward to 
seeing Mickey! I know that Nicole and her family will have lots of fun and make lots of great memories during their 
trip. 


